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“ NUTRITION &

" Food Shopping

How to choose which dry foods to feed your dog.

BY NANCY KERNS

reason that many of you have subscribed to WDJ! - is to learn which dog foods

B e honest: The main reason that many of you are reading this right now — the

are the “best” ones. Am I right? If so, then I'm sorry to have to report that
there isn’t any product out there that is “best” for all dogs.. . . . On the other hand,
I’'m happy to tell you that there probably are a bunch of foods that are “best” for
your individual dogs! You're going to have to do some homework and some feeding
trials, though, in order to learn which foods work (and which ones don’t) for each
of your dogs. Not to worry, though; we’ll walk you through it!

Many people are under the
impression that all foods that are labeled
as “complete and balanced” contain an
ideal, uniform amount of nutrients - just
enough of what dogs need, but not too
much. That would be lovely, if anyone
knew precisely what the optimum
nutrient levels for dogs are, or if the
nutrient requirements for all dogs were
the same. But there is no more consensus
among veterinary nutritionists about
optimum canine nutrition than there is

be a ‘o

about optimum human nutrition among
human nutrition experts. There are
legal standards and definitions for what
constitutes “complete and balanced” dog
food, but the appellation really only gets
you in the ballpark.

In the U.S., there are three very
different ways that a dog food can be
designated as “complete and balanced.”
Once you know what they are, you can
see why any single product can’t be
counted on to ensure that your dog will

and done” experience, with
you making repeat ptirchases of the
same old feod every time your dog runs
out.Keep your eyes peeled for other
goodfoods to rotate between,

receive optimal nutrition if the “complete
and balanced” product is fed as a sole diet
long-term. Let’s take a quick look at the
three qualifying standards for a “com-
plete and balanced” canine diet.

Speaking from a regulatory
perspective, “complete and balanced”
means that the food either (A) contains
at least the minimum levels of all
the nutrients (and not more than the
maximum levels of some nutrients) that
have been determined to be essential for
dogs (this is called a “nutrient levels”
qualification); or (B), has sustained
a population of dogs in a laboratory
setting for a period of time (“feeding
trial” qualification); or (C) has been
formulated to closely resemble another
product made by the same company
that had passed a feeding trial (“family
member” qualification).

The disparity between these qualifying
methods has resulted in anything but
nutritionally uniform formulation from
pet food company to pet food company.
Instead, there is a wide range of nutrient
levels in the “complete and balanced”
dog foods on the market. And this is why
we don’t want you to search for just one
ideal food for your dog - because there
may not be one! Instead, we recommend
hedging your bets, as it were, by rotating
between a number of good foods that
suit your dog.




FOODS, NOT FOOD

The variety of qualifying methods for
“complete and balanced” diets results in
a product category with a wide range of
amounts of macronutrients (protein, fat,
fiber, and moisture) and micronutrients
(vitamins and minerals). If you feed your
dog only one type of food for months
and months — perhaps years! - you are,
in effect, concentrating the nutritional
attributes of that food in your dog.

[s the food a little higher than it should
be in some minerals? Does it contain the
absolute minimum of some vitamins?
These things may not present a problem
for any individual dog in the short term,
but after months (or years!) of eating the
same food, these less-than-ideal nutrient
levels can cause health problems, such as
a toxic accumulation of minerals (e.g.,
iron, copper, selenium), or persistently
low vitamin D or E levels in the blood.

Fortunately, these problems are easily
prevented by switching your dog’s diet
from food to food - and using products
from different manufacturers, too,
since some food makers use the same
vitamin/mineral “premix” in all of their
products. Switching foods frequently
helps guarantee that your dog will receive
nutritional “balance over time,” if not in
any single product.

“But, wait!” you say. “My vet/breeder/
rescue group/doggie daycare operator/
best friend told me that I should never
switch foods, because it will upset my
dog’s stomach. In fact, I switched foods
once, when my pet supply store stopped
carrying my favorite food, and my
dog had diarrhea for a week! I can’t go
through that each time I need a new bag
of food!”

Here’s a secret: Most dogs have far
more robust digestive systems than we
do. And for millennia, they have been
opportunistic feeders, eating literally
anything edible in front of their noses,
including grasses, fruits, eggs, animals
they killed and animals they found
dead (including mammals, birds, fish,
amphibians, reptiles, bugs, you-name-
it), as well as whatever scraps of human’s
food that they could charm us into
giving them, as well as the stuff we were
throwing away . . .. Including poop. Our
poop and almost any other poop dogs
come across is fair game: deer, rabbit,
sheep, cow; horse. Sorry to get disgusting,
but it’s true. The point is, dogs are built
to be able to eat just about anything and
make use of it, without getting sick.
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Otto was shocked to learn that the brands
closest to the door of his favorite pet
supply store had paid for that position.

So why did your dog suffer from a
week’s worth of diarrhea the last time you
switched his food? When this happens,
it’s generally due to one of two things:

v YOU'VE BEEN FEEDING THE SAME
FOOD FOR MONTHS (YEARS?) and his
body now lacks a variety of digestive en-
zymes and gut bacteria. The body quits
producing enzymes it doesn’t need, and
the population of gut bacteria that help
break down your dog’s food changes in
response to what it’s fed. If you have fed
only a rice and lamb diet for years, and
switch overnight to a chicken and quinoa
diet, it will take your dog’s body a week
or two to adjust.

¥ YOUR DOG IS ALLERGIC TO OR
INTOLERANT OF ONE OR SOME OF
THE INGREDIENTS IN THE FOOD, OR
INTOLERANT OF DIETS WITH THE
MACRONUTRIENT LEVELS PRESENT
IN THAT FOOD. We recommend record-
ing all of your dog’s dietary changes, and
his response to them, in a notebook or
calendar. It’s the best way to identify
trends in any adverse reactions he has to
certain ingredients or nutrient levels in
his foods (such as a reliably bad reaction
to diets containing fish, or to particularly
high-fat foods).

In general, the more variety you build
into your dog’s diet, the more robust his
digestive system will become (unless,
again, he has allergies to or a reliable
intolerance of certain ingredients). Just
keep in mind that the more frequently
you switch foods, the more alert you need
to be to any problem your dog might
experience after each meal.

For example, if you feed one type
of food in the morning and another at
night, and your dog starts vomiting at 10
p.m., will you be able to definitely tie his
digestive upset to his most recent meal?
If he’s home alone all day and has a dog
door, say, it could be possible that he was
actually vomiting on and off all day; in
that case, you could end up suspecting
his dinnertime food, when in fact it
was the breakfast food that contained
something that disagreed with him. Your
unique schedule and ability to observe
your dog throughout the day may dictate
how much variety is right for your dog.
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LET'S GO SHOPPING!

We hope by now we’ve convinced you to
look for at least a couple of good foods for
your dog the next time you go shopping.
If you are shopping for a new dog, or are
newly convinced to look for a few pros-
pects to add variety to your dog’s diet,
schedule your next shopping expedition
for a day when you have a significant
amount of time to do some things and
observe some things that you may never
have done or observed before!

Here’s an ideal strategy for a “major”
shopping day, when you have time to re-
ally study all your dog’s dietary options
at your local pet supply store.

First, walk around the entire area
where the dry dog food is displayed,
checking to see what brands are present
in that store. All brands are not available
in every store. Things you should know:

B It’s the pet food distributors that
service your area that really decide
which pet food brands are available in
a given area. National distributors carry
mostly high-volume products from
the corporate pet food giants; smaller
regional companies may specialize in
the “natural/holistic” niche of products.
Distributors have to be able to move a
certain amount of any given company’s
food in order to make it worth their while
to carry it — and the same is true for your
local store, too.

B The type of store where you shop
will partly determine what brands
are available to you. Some pet food
companies sell only to independent pet
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supply stores; others sell their products
mostly in “pet specialty chains” (think
Petco and PetSmart, as well as smaller,
regional chains such as Centinela Feed,
Kriser’s Natural Pet Store, Pet Food
Express, and Pet Supplies Plus). Still
others concentrate their sales in “big
box” stores (Target, Walmart) or grocery
store chains.

B Pet food companies offer incentives —
sometimes in the form of credit or even
as actual payments — to pet supply stores
for premium placement of their products,
In many stores, the first brands you see
as you enter the dry dog food section
will have paid the store to be positioned
in the most prominent or first location
you encounter when entering. The
higher-cost foods (which are generally,
but not always, also the higher-quality
products) will be clustered together close
to the most premium position. And, in
general, the lowest-cost (generally, the
lowest-quality) foods will be located in
the farthest corner of the dry dog food
section.

In a minute, we’re going to discuss
what sort of ingredients meet our selec-
tion criteria for good foods, and which
ingredients signal a low-cost, low-quality
product. If the store where you habitu-
ally shop has only a few (or none) of the
products that meet the selection criteria
discussed more fully below, you should
probably shop elsewhere!

When I first moved to the town where
I have lived for the past decade, the sole
pet supply store in town offered only one
brand of food for sale: Science Diet, a
company that (at the time) made not a
single product that met my selection cri-
teria. And there are no specialty (human)
food stores (such as Whole Foods or
Trader Joe’s) in my town that might sell
a premium pet food. So for years, I drove
to one of two nearby towns (about 20
miles to either one) that had independent
pet supply stores with a good selection of
premium foods to choose from.

People in even more remote areas
may end up having to have good foods
shipped to them directly from online pet

specialty businesses; that’s an increas-
ingly affordable option these days.

2 Next, walk around more slowly and
look at the food prices, getting an
idea of which foods are within your
budget, and which are too costly to
consider.

Price is an important, inescapable
factor in the buying decision for many
dog owners. It may not strongly influence
dog owners who are wealthy, nor a family
with a good income and just one dog, or
people with small dogs. But for those of
us with several dogs, people who foster or
breed, and people with very large dogs,
the price of food can’t be completely dis-
regarded, especially when it can range
so widely, from scarily low (such as $20
for 52 pounds of Kal Kan Dry Adult Dog
Food, or $.38 per pound) to prohibitively
high (such as $98 for a 28.6-pound bag
of Champion’s Orijen “Regional Red”
variety, or $3.32 per pound!).

We have always recommended
buying the best food that’s in your budget
for your dog - but not everyone can buy
the most expensive food, nor should they
feel guilty for not doing so. Part of being
a responsible pet owner is making sure
you can afford his care. It doesn’t make
sense to buy expensive food if you might
have to surrender your dog because you
can’t pay for an emergency vet bill (not
to mention the electric bill!).

It should also be said that some dogs
do absolutely fine on lower-cost, lower-
quality food. If they didn't, not nearly as
much of these foods would be made and
sold! But some dogs on low-quality diets
will suffer from poor digestion (the most
frequent signs being chronic diarrhea or
just very loose stools and/or persistent
gas); rough, dull coat and itchy skin;
and/or poor overall health. Whenever
a dog has chronic signs of disease, we
recommend improving his diet. But if
he looks like a million bucks on a diet
comprised of lower-cost foods, more
power to you.

I myself have been in the position of
buying different foods for the different
dogs in my home: the highest-quality
food for my hypersensitive, elderly

Border Collie, and a lower-cost food
for the younger, healthy foster dogs and
litters of foster puppies that may stay with
me for months at a time.

A final consideration regarding the
cost of food: At some price point, it
might make more sense to feed a home-
prepared diet, or a good commercial
raw (frozen or dehydrated) diet. Some
of the best and most expensive dry dog
foods are actually comparable in price (or
even more expensive than) some of these
less-processed (and, we would argue,
healthier) diets.

Now, the exciting part: reading

labels! This is where the rubber hits
the road. We’ll start with some of the
big type on the front of the bags.

Originally, we wrote #2 as “ . . look
at food prices and ingredients,” because
you'll find that there’s usually a direct
correlation between the food prices and
their ingredients.

There is usually big print or a starburst
of some kind on the label announcing
when a product is grain-free. Often,
these foods are more expensive than
foods that contain grain. Whether you
want or need a grain-free food for your
dog is a topic for another day, but suffice
to say here that not all dogs benefit from
them, and some dogs do much better on
a more conventional formulation with
grains. If you are already aware that your
dog’s health and/or digestion is better
when he’s on a grain-free diet, then these
are the foods you need to focus on. If
you don’t have a compelling reason to
try them, and your dog is already in
fine condition and a good weight, we
wouldn’t recommend switching to this
type of food.

Similarly, food companies generally
go out of their way to make it obvious
when a food contains novel proteins
(such as kangaroo, venison, buffalo,
rabbit, and so on). These products also
tend to cost more than products made
with prosaic proteins, such as beef,
chicken, lamb, turkey, and pork. Just as
with grain-free foods, products that are
made with novel proteins are very useful
for dogs who are allergic to or intolerant

It’s great that there are so many grain-free
foods available to dogs who need them,
but there may be even more dogs who
don’t benefit from them in any way, and in
fact, do better on foods that contain grain.
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SUN-RIPENED
CRANBERRIES
Antioxidants for a strong

of the far more common protein sources,
but come with an unnecessarily high
price for dogs who don’t need them.

Time to start flipping the bags over
and reading the ingredient lists.

THINGS YOU WANT TO SEE
ON THE INGREDIENT LISTS
The following are desired traits - things
you want to see on the label.

¢ Lots of animal protein at the top of
the ingredients list. Ingredients in
pet food, just like human food, are
listed in order of the weight of that
ingredient in the formula, so you
want to see a top-quality animal
protein at the top of the list.

v Importantly, that animal protein
should be identified by species -
chicken, beef, lamb, etc. “Meat” is
an example of a low-quality protein
source of dubious origin. “Poultry” is
more specific but not specific enough!

¢ Animal protein “meals” are made
through a process called rendering,
wherein the animal tissues (muscle,
fat, skin, connective tissue, and
some smaller amount of bone, hair,
and/or feathers, depending on the
species) are ground, and then heated
to separate the fat and reduce the
moisture. If it'’s made from rendered
chicken, the resulting product is
chicken meal; if made from lamb, it’s
lamb meal, etc. Just as with the fresh
animal protein, look for a named
species (i.e., “chicken meal”) but avoid
“meat meal” or “poultry meal.”

v When a fresh, named meat is first
on the ingredient list (such as
“chicken”), there should be a named
animal-protein meal (such as
“chicken meal”) in a supporting role
to augment the total animal protein
in the diet. The closer to the top of the
ingredient list that this supporting
meal appears, the better.

immune system

The ingredient list of the best foods
will start out with something like,
“Chicken, chicken meal . . ” and go
on from there. Fresh meat contains a
lot of (heavy) water, so if meat is first
on the list, it actslike a diluted protein
source; while it adds an appealing
flavor and aroma to the food, it doesn’t
actually contribute that much protein.
That’s why another named source of
animal protein should appear in the
top three or so ingredients.

v Whole-food ingredients: vegetables,
fruits, -and/or grains or other
carbohydrate sources such as
potatoes, peas, chickpeas, or sweet
potatoes. Fresh, unprocessed food
ingredients contain nutrients in
all their complex glory, with their
vitamins, enzymes, and antioxidants
intact. Don’t be too alarmed by one or
two “fractions” (a byproduct or part
of an ingredient, like tomato pomace
or oatmeal), especially if they are
lower on the ingredient list. But the
more fractions present in the food,
and the higher they appear on the list,
the lower quality the result.

UNDESIRABLE
INGREDIENTS

We also think it’s important that you
know some ingredients to look out for.
Avoid the following:

X Meat byproducts, poultry by-
products, meat byproduct meal,
and poultry byproduct meal. Some
of the animal tissues that go into
the ingredients that are identified
on labels as animal byproducts are
highly nutritious, such as lungs,
spleens, kidneys, brains (of some
animal species, not all), livers , blood,
bone, fat, and emptied stomachs
and intestines. Poultry byproducts
also includes necks, feet, and
underdeveloped eggs. In addition,
poultry byproduct meal may contain
poultry heads.

However, believe us when we say that
these ingredients are not handled
as nicely as the higher-value cuts of
meat of which they are “byproducts.”

Please recognize this sort of hyperbolic
use of adjectives as a ploy to whet your
appetite. Carrots are carrots.

Copyright @ 2016, Belvoir Media Group, LLC

Because they are not headed for
human consumption, these products
are not kept clean and chilled through
processing and transport; it’s a given
that whatever bacterial burden may
tlourish during this time will be
reduced by later processing. As they
become oxidized - rancid - these
animal tissues develop a certain
level of peroxide. Pet-food producers
may specify byproducts with lower
peroxide values, but these cost more,

X A “generic” fat source such as “animal
fat.” This can literally be any mixed
tat of animal origin; it need not have
originated from slaughtered animals.
Meaning, it can be obtained from
renderers that process dead animals.
“Poultry” fat is not quite as suspect
as “animal fat,” but “chicken fat” or
“duck fat” is better (and traceable).

X Added sweeteners. Dogs, like
humans, enjoy the taste of sweet foods.
Sweeteners effectively persuade many
dogs to eat foods comprised mainly
of grain fragments (and containing
less healthy animal protein and fats).

X Artificial colors, flavors, or
preservatives (i.e., BHA, BHT,
ethoxyquin). The color of the food
doesn’t matter to your dog. And
it should be flavored well enough
with healthy meats and fats to be
enticing. Natural preservatives,
such as tocopherols (vitamin E),
vitamin C, and rosemary extract,
can be used instead. Note that natural
preservatives do not preserve foods
as long as artificial preservatives,
so owners should always check the
“best by” date on the label and look
for relatively fresh products.

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS
Many of the other things we want you
to read the label for are neither good nor
bad, just things you need to be aware of
when shopping for your specific dog.
Remember, each dog is an individual,
and while it’s great when it works out
that all of your dogs do well on the same
food, don’t take it for granted that you
will be able to feed them all with the
same products.

v You will need to become aware of

how much protein and fat your
dog thrives on - how much is too

TO SUBSCRIBE, CALL (800) 829-9165
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Nutrients listed in the “guaranteed
analysis” box are subject for surveillance
and enforcement. The levels listed there
really are a guarantee.

much, and how much is too little.
Top-quality foods contain a lot more
protein (and often, more fat, too) than
lower-quality foods, so you may have
to reduce the amount of food you
feed quite a bit if you switch from a
low-quality food to a really good one.
(One upside is that good foods are
much more digestible, and your dog’s
poop should shrink a lot, too.)

The fat and protein content appears
on the label in an important section
called the “guaranteed analysis” (GA).
The nutrient levels reported on the
GA are literally guaranteed. If a food
is tested by a state feed control official,
or even by a lab at the bequest of a
private consumer, and the food fails
to contain even one of the nutrients
listed on the GA in at least the
amounts shown there, the food may
be subject to enforcement.

The more nutrients that a pet food
company lists on the GA, generally,
the more confident they are in their
formulations. We admire companies
that include this detail for nutrients
that consumers may be paying extra
for, such as omega 3 fatty acids, or
nutraceuticals such as glucosamine
and chondroitin.

¢ There is no nutritional difference
between “puppy” food and food
that is for dogs of “all life stages.”
All “complete and balanced” foods
are required to have a “nutritional
adequacy” or “AAFCO” statement
somewhere on the bag, though
sometimes these are printed in
incredibly tiny type. The statement
contains information about which

Don't buy food this close to its “best by”
date. It was made at least a year ago - and
maybe as much as two years ago! - and is
bound to be oxidized.

TO SUBSCRIBE: whole-dog-journal.com

type of dogs the food has been
formulated for: adults only, or “all
life stages.”

Food that is designated as “puppy”
food on the frontlabel may say that it’s
formulated for dogs of “all life stages,”
“puppies,” “growth,” or “growth and
reproduction” on the nutritional
adequacy statement; all of those
phrases mean essentially the same
thing. The required nutrient values
for puppies (“growth”) are higher
than for “adult maintenance,” so if a
food meets the requirements for “all
life stages,” it meets the standards for

puppies.

In contrast, a food with a nutritional
adequacy statement that says it is
formulated for “adult maintenance”
is not adequate for puppies, and may
not contain enough protein and
other nutrients for senior, pregnant,
lactating, or high-performance dogs.

v Keep in mind that adjectives are
present on labels to appeal to your
appetite; they mean nothing! Frankly,
I get irritated when I see hyperbolic
things like “Farm-grown carrots”
(where the heck else would carrots
be grown?!) and “Sun-ripened
cranberries” (ditto).

v Look for a “best by” date that’s at
least six months away. A best-by
date that’s 10 or 11 months away is

BEST By 0
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ideal; it means the food was made
very recently. Note: Foods made with
synthetic preservatives (BHA, BHT,
ethoxyquin) may have a “best by” date
that is 18 months or more past the
date of manufacture.

Please don’t forget to check the
date! Recently, I was in a store and
examining food ingredient lists for
almost an hour when I finally chose
the last bag of a particular food. I put
it in the cart, started to walk it to the
register, when I remembered to check
the best-by date. I was horrified to see
that the food had a best-by date that
was more than a year prior! I think
the odor of a food that old would
have tipped me off when I opened
the bag - oxidized (rancid) food has
a particular aroma — but I'm glad I
didn’t risk feeding it to my dogs, or
have to make an extra trip to return it.

LIST OF APPROVED FOODS
On the next few pages is a list of foods that
meet all of our selection criteria. Wheth-
er or not you have seen them before, or
can get them, may depend on where you
live and where you shop - although,
remember, many of these products are
increasingly available through online pet
supply retailers.

Please note that these are not the
only foods on the market that meet our
selection criteria. There may be other
foods available to you that we are not
familiar with. Read the labels; if they
meet the criteria we've outlined above,
and they fit your budget and suit your
dog, they have our blessing.

Last but not least: We've always
ordered the foods on our “approved
foods” list alphabetically under their
maker’s name, because some companies
make several lines of food and we didn’t
want to repeat the contact info for each
company. But, every year, we hear from
people who want to know why their
favorite food is not on our list, because
they were looking for it alphabetically
under the product name, not its maker.
We gave up! We’ve ordered this year’s
list alphabetically by the name of the

food. Happy shoppmg
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WDJ'S APPROVED DRY DOG FOODS FOR 2016

THIS YEAR, LIST IS ARRANGED ALPHABETICALLY BY THE FOOD NAMES, NOT THEIR MAKERS

NAME OF FOOD

COMPANY, CONTACT INFO

NAME OF FOOD

PRODUCTS THAT ARE NEW TO THIS
LIST APPEAR IN YELLOW BOX

COMPANY; CONTACT INFO

ACANA Champion Petfoods BEST BREED Best Breed
Morinville, Alberta (DR. GARY'S BEST Findlay, OH
(877)939-0006 BREED) (800) 500-5999
championpetfoods.com bestbreed.com
ACTIVE CARE Breeder’s Choice BLACKWOOD Ohio Pet Foods
(Central Garden & Pet) Lisbon, OH
Walnut Creek, CA (888) 843-1738
(866) 500-6286 blackwoodpetfood.com
goactivedog.com
BLUE BUFFALO Blue Buffalo
ADDICTION Addiction Foods Wilton, CT
Kent, WA (800) 919-2833
(425) 251-0330 bluebuffalo.com
addictionfoods.com
BOREAL Boréal
ANNAMAET Annamaet Beamsville, ON
Telford, PA (800) 253-8128
(888) 723-0367 borealpetfood.com
annamaet.com
A
BYNATURE Kent Pet Group, Inc.
ARTEMIS Artemis Muscatine, |1A
Carson, CA (877) 367-9225
(310) 513-4090 bynaturepetfoods.com
artemiscompany.com
CALIFORNIA NATURAL Natura Pet Products
AVODERM Breeder’s Choice (Mars, Inc.)
(Central Garden & Pet) McLean, VA
Walnut Creek, CA (800) 532-7261
(866) 500-6286 californianaturalpet.com
avodermnatural.com
CANIDAE Canidae
AZMIRA Azmira San Luis Obispo, CA
Tucson, AZ (800) 398-1600
(800) 497-5665 canidae.com
azmira.com
CANINE CAVIAR Canine Caviar
BAKE TO NATURE Three Dog Bakery Norco, CA
Kansas City, MO (800) 392-7898
(800) 487-3287 caninecaviar.com
threedog.com
CARNA4 Carna4
BENCH & FIELD Bench &Field Toronto, Ontario
Grand Rapids, MI (855) 422-7624 ~
(800) 525-4802 carna4.com
benchandfield.com
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NAME OF FOOD

COMPANY, CONTACT INFO

NAME OF FOOD

COMPANY, CONTACT INFO

drsfostersmith.com

EAGLE PACK

WellPet, LLC

Tewkshbury, MA
(800) 225-0904
eaglepack.com

CASTOR & POLLUX Merrick Pet Care FROMM Fromm Family Foods, LLC
Amarillo, TX (includes Fromm Classic, Mequon, Wi
(800) 875-7518 Fromm Four-Star, and (262) 242-2200
castorpolluxpet.com Fromm Gold foods) frommfamily.com
CHICKEN SOUP FOR THE Chicken Soup for the Soul GO Petcurean
SOUL Cos Cob, CT Chilliwack, BC
(800) 658-0624 (866) 864-6112
chickensoup.com petcurean.com
DOGSWELL Dogswell GRANDMA MAE'S Grandma Mae's Country
(Includes Dogswell Happy Los Angeles, CA COUNTRY NATURALS Naturals
Hips, Dogswell LiveFree, and (888) 559-8833 New York, NY
Dogswell Nutrisca) dogswell.com (888) 653-8021
grandmamaes.com
DR.TIM'S Dr. Tim’s Pet Food
Marquette, Ml GREAT LIFE Great Life Performance Pet
(906) 249-8486 Products
drtims.com Simi Valley, CA
(805) 577-9663
doctorsfinest.com
DRS.FOSTER & SMITH Drs. Foster & Smith
Rhinelander, WI
(800) 381-7179 HALO Halo, Purely for Pets

(Includes Halo, Halo Spot’s
Stew, and Hale Vigor)

Tampa, FL
(800) 426-4256
halopets.com

EARTHBORN HOLISTIC

Midwestern Pet Foods, Inc.
Evansville, IN

(812) 867-7466
earthbornholisticpetfood.com

HEALTH EXTENSION

Health Extension Pet Care
Melville, NY

(800) 992-9738
healthextension.com

EVANGER'S

Evanger’s Dog & Cat Food Co.
Wheeling, IL

(847) 537-0102
evangersdogfood.com

HI-TEK NATURALS

Hi-Tek Rations
Dublin, GA

(800) 284-4835
hitekrations.com

EVO

Natura Pet Products
(Mars, Inc.)

McLean, VA

(800) 532-7261
evopet.com

HOLISTIC SELECT

WellPet, LLC
Tewksbury, MA
(800) 225-0904
holisticselect.com

FIRSTMATE

Taplow Ventures
North Vancouver, BC
(800) 658-1166
firstmate.com

HORIZON

(Includes Horizon Amicus,
Horizon Legacy, and
Horizon Pulsar)

Horizon Pet Nutrition
Rosthern, SK

(403) 279-5874
horizonpetfood.com
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(Del Monte Foods)
Burbank, CA

(800) 829-4493
naturalbalanceinc.com

INSTINCT Nature's Variety NATURAL PLANET KLN Family Brands
St. Louis, MO ORGANICS Perham, MN
(888) 519-7387 (800) 525-9155
instinctpetfood.com naturalplanetorganics.com
KASIK'S Taplow Ventures NATURE’S VARIETY Nature’s Variety
North Vancouver, BC (See Instinct and Prairie) St. Louis, MO
(800) 658-1166 (888) 519-7387
kasiks.com instinctpetfood.com
naturesvariety.com
LEONARD POWELL Hi-Tek Rations
SIGNATURE Dublin, GA NEWMAN'S OWN Newman’s Own
(800) 284-4835 Aptos, CA
leonardpowell.com (800) 865-2866
newmansownorganics.com
LIFE’S ABUNDANCE Life's Abundance
Jupiter, FL NOW FRESH Petcurean
(877) 387-4564 Chilliwack, BC
lifesabundance.com (866) 864-6112
petcurean.com
LIVESMART Smartpak Canine
Plymouth, MA NULO Nulo Pet Food
(800) 461-8898 Austin, TX
smartpak.com (512) 476-6856
nulo.com
LOTUS Lotus Pet Foods
Torrance, CA NUTRAM Nutram Pet Products
(888) 995-6887 Elmira, ON
lotuspetfoods.com (844) 234-2464
nutram.com
MERRICK Merrick Pet Care
Amarillo, TX NUTRISOURCE KLN Family Brands
(800) 664-7387 Perham, MN
merrickpetcare.com (800) 525-9155
nutrisourcedogfood.com
N&D Farmina Pet Foods
(NATURAL & DELICIOUS) Colts Neck, NJ CRIJEN Champion Petfoods
(732) 850-3693 Morinville, Alberta
farmina.com (877) 939-0006
championpetfoods.com
NATURE’S SELECT Nature's Select
Anaheim, CA OVEN-BAKED TRADITION Bio Biscuit, Inc.
(714) 993-5500 Saint-Hyacinthe, QE
naturalpetfooddelivery.com (888) 224-4140
ovenbakedtradition.com
NATURAL BALANCE Natural Balance Pet Foods

PARTY ANIMAL

Party Animal

West Hollywood, CA
(855) 727-8926
partyanimalpetfood.com
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SPRING NATURALS Performance Pet Products, LLC SUMMIT Petcurean
Mitchell, SD Chilliwack, BC
{866) 868-0874 (866) 864-6112
springnaturals.com petcurean.com
PET CHEF EXPRESS Pet Chef Express SOLID GOLD Solid Gold Pet, LLC
New Westminster, BC Greenville, SC
(604) 916-2433 (800) 364-4863
petchefexpress.ca solidgoldpet.com
PETGUARD Petguard TASTE OF THE WILD Diamond Pet Foods
Green Cove Springs, FL Meta, MO
(800) 874-3221 (800) 977-8797
petguard.com tasteofthewildpetfood.com
PINNACLE Breeder's Choice TUSCAN NATURAL Pyramid Pet Products
(Central Garden & Pet) Las Vegas, NV
Walnut Creek, CA (888) 408-0895
(866) 500-6286 tuscannatural.com
pinnaclepet.com
ULTRA Nutro Company
PRAIRIE Nature's Variety (Mars Petcare)
St. Louis, MO Franklin, TN
(888) 519-7387 (800) 833-5330
prairiepetfood.com ultraholistic.com
PRECISE Precise Pet Products VERUS VeRUS Pet Foods
(Includes Precise Naturals Nacogdoches, TX Abingdon, MD
and Precise Holistic (888) 477-3247 (888) 828-3787
Complete) precisepet.com veruspetfoods.com
PREMIUM EDGE Diamond VIAND PHD Products, Inc.
Meta, MO Elmsford, NY
(800) 977-8797 (800) 743-1502
premiumedgepetfood.com viandpet.com
PROFESSIONAL Diamond Pet Foods WELLNESS WellPet, LLC
Meta, MO (includes Wellness, Tewksbury, MA
(800) 342-4808 Wellness Core, Wellness (800) 225-0904
professionalpetfood.com Simple, and Wellness wellnesspetfood.com
TruFood)
PUREVITA KLN Family Brands
Perham, MN WHOLE EARTH FARMS Merrick Pet Care
(800} 525-9155 Amarillo, TX
purevitapetfoods.com (800) 323-3353
feedgoodness.com
RAWZ Rawz Natural Pet Food
Cape Neddick, ME ZIGNATURE Pets Global

(844) 480-8672
rawznaturalpetfood.com

Narth Hollywood, CA
(888) 897-7207
zignature.com
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